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Reseach:

In our extensive research we loo-
ked at the history of robotics,

as well as recent developments
in human robot interaction.

Most interessting finding:

//A study conducted by the MIT
showed that users are more likely
to bond with a robotic agend rather
than a purely screen based agent.

A robot, people can relate to, needs
to convey a sense of aliveness.
Aliveness very often is created by a
refined artificial intelligence system.
To make things easier we decided to
animate our robot by giving it some-
one elses aliveness and intelligence.

>>telepresence
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business

//anybot
commercial telepresence robot

home

/ /roborior
the housesitting robot

art

/ /social telepresence
blind dating, voyeurism, remote
tourism
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telepresence

Telepresence describes the possibi-
lity to appear present at a location
other than your current one, through
technology. In an ideal case, conver-
sational partners have the impres-
sion of sharing the same space.
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David | Zirich

Scenario

Davids Grandpa is not very much into new tech-
nologies, but wishes to stay in contact with his fa-
mily. David and his grandpa s generation are

not using the same channels of communication,
which leaves them hardly comunicating at all.

kompott

telepresence through a robotic agent

BA PROJECT // ZHdK Zirich

Nino Cometti / Florian Wille

26th of feb 2010

Urs - Davids Grandpa | Davos

Project sketch

Giving Urs the possibility to communicate
with his loved ones in a native uncomplicated
way - through a robotic agent.
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Design question:

How should a robotic agent for telepre-
sence be designed, to appeal to users
who are not familiar with technology?
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typical users

Senior citizens have a big need to
communicate with others. But a
lot of the newly available techno-
logy is to complicated for them.
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methodology
Inspired by IDEO methodcards we in-
tend to observe elderly people.

// How do they stay in concact with belo-
ved ones.

// How are their regular com-

munication partners manifested

in their living environment.
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//partner
An ordinary pc, equipped with
a webcam should do the job.

//server //kompott
to keep the robot light and is receiving the servers commands
scalable, the processing should - thus embodying partner a.

be done by a server.
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infrastructure

we want to focus on the robotic
device - making it possible to ope-
rate without any further technical
infrastructure on the side of the
other communictation partner
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next steps

Getting in contact with retirement homes. Spen-
ding an afternoon with elderly people.

Zirich

Alterssiedlung Hadlaub
Hadlaubstrasse 83, 8006 Zlrich | - 044 361 27 26

Bethanien Diakoniewerk
Restelbergstrasse 7, 8044 Zirich | - 043 268 76 01

Alterssiedlung am Kirchrain
Gellertstrasse 2, 8044 Zirich | - 044 252 91 61
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Winterthur
Altersheim St. Urban

Landvogt Waser-Strasse 93 | 8405 Winterthur | 052 233 21 67
Seenerstrasse 191, 8405 Winterthur | - 052 234 85 85*
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